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To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Dear Sir, Madam 

 

I write with reference to the above application. My name is Christopher Vaughan and I am 

currently the climate change adaptation Adviser at WWF UK. I have a background in rural 

agriculture and environmental management having studied at the University of Plymouth 

and for my Masters at the University of East Anglia and also lectured at the University of 

Reading school of Agriculture, Policy and International development. I have also spent over 

14 years working on sustainable Agriculture, Land management and nature conservation 

issues for the UK governments Department for International Development (DFID) in Africa 

and South East Asia. 

 

Currently I advise WWF UK and the WWF International network and its partner 

organisations on climate change policy and programmatic issues. I focus both on adaptation 

to climate impacts and the mitigation of climate change. This work involves extensive policy 

engagement with senior UK government officials in DECC, OCC, DEFRA, DFID and the FCO 

as well as working with grassroots community based projects in rural Africa Latin America 

and Asia. 

 

I have watched the Lammas project develop over the last few years and express both a 

strong personal and professional interest. More recently I have reviewed the plans and 

documents relating to the application and had in depth discussions with a consultant on the 

project. I would like to offer my full support for their project and the planning application 

and fully commend the parties for their pioneering spirit and farsighted vision for developing 

such a necessary and worthy enterprise that can set a high standard for future low impact 

living. 

 

Current credible science1 states that we have an extremely limited time period to keep 

global warming well below 2 degrees Celsius to avert catastrophic climate change, in the 

region of less than 7-15 years maximum to peak and decline global emissions of 

greenhouse gases. This dire situation requires a fundamental shift in our global economy 

and society and whilst daunting is still considered to be both economically and politically 

possible2. In addition the recent endorsement of the UK climate bill means that existing and 

emerging policy at all levels of the UK government from local to international must set 

pathways for an 80% emissions reduction. The climate bill and increasing recognition of the 

need to tackle the climate emergency is fundamentally changing the nature of the UK policy 

environment across all sectors including local and regional planning, health, agriculture, 

housing, transport etc. Responding to the challenges of climate change urgently requires a 

new vision and a rapid transition towards a sustainable society. 

 

                                                      
1
 IPCC Working group 2 fourth report http://www.ipcc.ch/ipccreports/ar4-wg2.htm 

 
2
 http://www.wwf.org.uk/filelibrary/pdf/80percent_report.pdf 
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The Lammas Eco-village Project offers an example of a well researched, professional and 

innovative practical vision for the provision of food and food growing systems fit for tackling 

the challenges of the 21 Century.  At the heart of this visionary project is the reduction and 

elimination of reliance from outside energy sources.  The off-grid nature of Lammas is to be 

commended, as is the move towards the growing feedstuffs on site and creating local 

employment and skills.  These factors address pressing issues both within the agricultural 

sector and for reducing carbon.  The project has at its heart a strong element of 

experimentation and sharing knowledge, which is grounded in practical traditional and new 

agricultural practices.  The symbiotic relationships between the land based enterprises in 

the use and generation of energy is a key component to demonstrating the options for 

sustainable living and production.  These factors and the visionary but grounded nature of 

the project makes Lammas a credible example of real and tangible but pragmatic responses 

to the challenges we are faced both from climate change and also by increasing resource 

scarcity such as food and energy shocks. The focus on knowledge generation and 

information dissemination is highly applauded and the Lamas project acts as an ideal 

opportunity to highlight positive actions that local communities and individuals can take to 

shape a sustainable future. In light of the above this project offers considerable potentially 

to become an exemplar project for sustainable living; locally, nationally and internationally 

and to demonstrate that the UK is seriously committed to tackling the global challenges of 

sustainability. 

 

It is critical that all sectors of society investigate and learn from new models for sustainable 

living and food production where energy inputs are fundamentally addressed, reduced and 

eliminated, and the relationship between resource supplier and user (e.g. grower and 

consumer) becomes far more direct.  The opportunities for growth in social and 

environmental capital at Lammas and for demonstration are highly significant and provide a 

groundbreaking opportunity to develop truly sustainable responses from a committed and 

engaged local community. 

 

With rapid changes in food and energy prices and increasing land intensification there is a 

growing concern and recognition about the loss of set aside and resulting negative impacts 

on biodiversity.  Lammas offers a groundbreaking model for reducing environmentally 

destructive agricultural practices such as carbon heavy horticultural systems to more 

integrated organic production techniques with cross-enterprise symbiotic relationships, as 

well as offering local employment, reductions in carbon footprint and increased financial 

return through direct market sales. 

 

Recognising the urgent challenges of climate change and the need for new forms of 

sustainable living it is clear that there is an fundamental and urgent need for these types of 

quality pioneer projects. In order to successfully develop the project it is clear that there is 

a fundamental need for residential occupation on the site for food security, management of 

livestock and horticulture, growing community capital, for marketing opportunities and 

research.  Another key point for the need to live on site is the development of relationships 

within the different elements of the ecological and agricultural systems, increasing the 

interplay between the farm enterprises and the relationship between the local community, 

ecosystem, wildlife and the human living system. 

 

Since the 2005 WWF report3 for the Welsh Assembly there has been a distinct lack of inertia 

in addressing the challenges that the report drew attention to.  The Lammas Project has a 

comprehensive and realistic plan to work towards a one-planet footprint and create low-

carbon lifestyles that are integrated with mainstream society. 

 

Much of my work is about effecting policy change within governments at the highest level 

and it is encouraging to see demonstration examples actively taking place.  I would really 

welcome the further development of this cutting edge project, for shaping exemplar local 

and national policy and for demonstrating practical and feasible projects that inspire and 

demonstrate that we really do have the opportunity to chart a path towards a truly 

sustainable future. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you require any further information and may thanks 

for your consideration. 
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Yours Sincerely 

 

 

 

Christopher Vaughan 

 

Climate Change Adaptation Adviser-WWF-UK 

 

kvaughan@wwf.org.uk 

 

Tel +44 (0)1483 412597 (direct) Cell 07771810683 

                                                      
3 Barrett J, Birch R, Cherrett N, Wiedmann T, 2005 ‘Reducing Wales Ecological Footprint: A resource 
accounting tool for sustainable consumption.’ WWF/Stolkholm Environment Institute, York (SEI-Y) 

 


